
  
27J Schools 
18551 East 160th Avenue 
Brighton, CO 80601-3295 
Office: (303) 655-2900   Fax: (303) 655-2870 
  
Release Date: February 21, 2018 
Contact: Tracy L Rudnick, Public Information Officer 
                Office: (303) 655-2905 | Mobile: (561) 632-6665 | Email: trudnick@sd27J.net 
  

 

Toyota USA Foundation and Project Lead the Way (PLTW)  
pledge $35,000 to Riverdale Ridge High’s engineering program  

 

  
BRIGHTON, COLO. (February 21, 2018) – 27J Schools is pleased to announce that 
Riverdale Ridge High, 27J’s newest high school slated to open in August 2018, has been 
awarded a three-year, $35,000 grant from Toyota USA Foundation and Project Lead The Way 
(PLTW) to help fund their engineering program.  
 
“We see so much potential in creating a relationship with PLTW and Toyota USA Foundation. 
This partnership will enable Riverdale Ridge High to offer exciting opportunities to our 
students and our community,” said 27J Director of Post-Secondary and Workforce Readiness 
Paul Francisco. “Project Lead The Way’s engineering curriculum fits nicely into 27J’s vision 
of the ideal Thinking Classroom, advancing student achievement and providing outstanding 
opportunities for our students. We are so excited about the relationship. “ 
 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) provides transformative learning experiences for students and 
teachers across the United States. PLTW provides engaging, hands-on classroom 
environments and empowers students to develop in-demand knowledge and skills they need 
to thrive. PLTW provides teachers with the training, resources, and support they need to 
engage students in real-world learning. 
 
"Toyota USA Foundation's grant will enable Riverdale Ridge High School the ability to offer 
a STEM engineering pathway for students who possess an interest in this vital and growing 
field,” said Riverdale Ridge High Principal, Terry Elliott. “We are excited to leverage the 
robust curriculum and tools developed by Project Lead The Way as they support the many 
various career paths of this field enabling students opportunities to explore potential careers 
in STEM.  We look forward to partnering with business leaders in the Denver metro area and 
Toyota to engage our community of learners in the years ahead"  
 
Since 2010, Toyota has partnered with PLTW to provide students with more education and 
career pathway opportunities in high-demand, high-growth STEM careers.   
 
Through the partnership, more than 150 schools across the United States have implemented 
programs in PLTW’s K-12 computer science and engineering pathways. Toyota recruits 
PLTW students into its Advanced Manufacturing Technician (AMT) and Technician Training 
& Education Network (T-TEN) programs, as the company has found that PLTW graduates 
are better prepared for its programs. 
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In addition to the $35,000 provided by Toyota and PLTW, Federal Career and Technical 
Education funding through the Carl D. Perkins Act and Colorado State Career and Technical 
Education Act will be used to create and sustain a state of the art engineering program at 
Riverdale Ridge High School.   
 
About 27J Schools: 27J Schools educates almost 18,000 students from Brighton, Commerce City, Henderson, Thornton, and 
a portion of the city of Aurora and encompasses parts of Adams, Broomfield and Weld counties. Our mission is to equip our 
students with the tools and knowledge to succeed now and in the future – www.sd27j.org 
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